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GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION
Dear friends!

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 
Nazarbayev University Graduate School of 
Education! Within the relatively short period of 
its existence, the Graduate School of Education 
has created a unique atmosphere of academic 
excellence and leadership.

Our achievements represent the outcome of 
academic professionalism, inquiry and research 
conducted by my colleagues from the School as well 
as our partners from the University of Cambridge 
and the University of Pennsylvania.

The School’s Masters and Ph.D. students have 
a unique opportunity to develop state-of-the-
art knowledge and skills from our professors, 
including scholars and researchers in the field of 
higher education management, school leadership, 
inclusive education, multilingual education, etc. 
who studied and graduated from internationally 
recognized universities.

The Graduate School of Education is not just an 
educational center that cultivates high academic 
standards and rigor. Our School also strives 
to produce high-quality research on the most 
pressing issues of education development both in 
Kazakhstan and in the global context.

Also, the School aims to create favorable conditions 
for students, faculty and researchers in the search 
of new knowledge, development of cutting-edge 
research and translation of best practices to 
Kazakhstan’s higher education institutions.

I welcome you very warmly to the NUGSE and 
appreciate your interest and enthusiasm to study 
and develop professionally with us.

Aida SAGINTAYEVA
Dean
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NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL  
OF EDUCATION IS:

World-standard 
academic programs

Grants for studying and 
accommodation

Work in academic and 
research projects

Professors from 
different countries 
recognized at
the international level

Lectures, seminars, 
workshops of leading 
international and 
national researchers, 
teachers and experts

Intensive academic and 
cultural life
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ADVANTAGES OF 
STUDYING AT THE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF EDUCATION:

1 Students are provided with a state grant 
for education and Nazarbayev University 
grant.

2 Courses of the Master’s and Ph.D. 
programs are delivered in English at the 
high international level.

3 Students are taught by internationally 
recognized professors.

4 The partners of Graduate School of 
Education are world’s leading universities 
- University of Cambridge (UK) and the 
University of Pennsylvania (USA).

5 The opportunity to conduct research, 
participate in projects in a team with 
internationally recognized researchers.

6 Master's and PhD students receive a 
monthly stipend and have opportunities 
to work as Research and Teaching 
Assistants during their studies.

7 Ph.D. students spend a module in one of 
the partner universities.

8 Nazarbayev University Library provides 
access to more than 130,000 books 
and electronic resources. Each week, 
the book collection is updated with 
thousands of new publications, including 
books, learning discs, periodicals, and 
reference literature.
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9 Non-residents of Astana might have 
an opportunity to live in comfortable 
dormitories.

10 Students have access to the sports 
center of the Nazarbayev University 
(gym, football, basketball, tennis, 
Students have access to the sports 
center of yoga, dancing, boxing, judo, 
table tennis and etc.).

11 There are more than 70 student clubs at 
personal and professional qualities 
(Children’s Nazarbayev University that 
provide students with the opportunity to 
develop their creativity skills and 
Charity, French Club, NU Activists,  
Literature Club, NU Image and NU 
Toastmasters Club).

12 “NUGSE Research in Education” is a 
student-led peer-reviewed journal that 
provides opportunities for students to be 
authors, peer-reviewers and editors.

13 Numerous guest lectures by prominent 
international seminars, fairs and other 
academic and professionals, as well as 
conferences, workshops, 
extracurricular activities are regularly 
organized by Nazarbayev University and 
NUGSE.

14 Ph.D. students also have a partner-
advisor from our partner universities.

15 PhD and Master’s students can apply 
for international and local academic 
conferences funded by NU during their 
studies. 
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M.SC. IN EDUCATIONAL
LEADERSHIP: 
SCHOOL EDUCATION; 
HIGHER EDUCATION; 
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION;
MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION

The Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education (NUGSE) is proud to 
offer the M.Sc. in Educational Leadership program that includes three areas 
of specialization: School Education, Higher Education, Inclusive Education, and 
Multilingual Education.

The M.Sc. in Educational Leadership 
program is designed to provide working 
education professionals with the skills, 
knowledge and capacities necessary to 
lead for change within their work insti-
tutions, their professional communities, 
and the larger society. More specifically, 
students will develop in-depth under-
standing of the national and internation-
al educational issues and debates rel-
evant to their field of study, strategies 
for leadership and change management, 
and methodological approaches appro-
priate for researching educational topics 
important to both Kazakhstan and oth-
er international contexts.  The M.Sc. in 
Educational Leadership program is de-
signed for individuals working in univer-
sities, schools, pedagogical institutes, 
the Ministry of Education and Science, 
and other related institutions, such as 
NGOs and development organizations.

NUGSE M.Sc. in Educational Leadership 
graduates will join a growing community 
of educators and scholars in Kazakhstan 
and elsewhere with enhanced capacity 
to: 
• Understand key educational trends, 

theories, issues and debates for edu-
cation reform in national, regional and 
international contexts;

• Analyze educational reform policies, 
their contexts, and their significance 
at institutional, national and interna-
tional levels;

• Apply program learning directly to 
their work in their home institutions;

• Design and conduct a rigorous re-
search project on an important na-
tional education topic of their choice;

• Develop strategies for leading and 
managing change in their workplace; 

• Work collaboratively and productively 
in multilingual, multicultural contexts;

• Participate in professional and aca-
demic discussions and debates on 
education reform both within Kazakh-
stan and in other international and 
national contexts. Combining inten-
sive on-campus sessions with online 
learning experiences, the NUGSE 
M.Sc. in Educational Leadership 
provides a high quality, internation-
al-standard, research-based Master’s 
program that: (a) is convenient for 
working professionals seeking higher 
qualifications; (b) provides students 
with theoretical and practical exper-
tise with direct application to their 
professional lives; and (c) positions 
students with the strong foundation 
in the field of education and the re-
search skills necessary for future 
Doctoral– level work or other career 
opportunities, such as in an Ministry 
of Education and Science or educa-
tion research institution. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
OF THE GRADUATE
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
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This program is designed for 
administrators, teachers, and 
specialists in assessment, 
curriculum and pedagogy working 
in schools or related institutions.

M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
School Education

Students will develop a strong foun-
dation in theory and practice in such 
core classes as Educational Lead-
ership for schools and Educational 
Context and Reform in Kazakhstan. 
Students will also choose from such 
electives as School Improvement 
and Effectiveness, Teacher Develop-
ment and Identity, and Psychology of 
Learning.

As with all three M.Sc. programs, 
students in the M.Sc. in Educational 
Leadership: 

School Education program will devel-
op strong quantitative and qualita-
tive research skills, enabling them to 
contribute to evidence-based deci-
sion-making within their institutions 
and across the education system. 

The graduates of the M.Sc. School Ed-
ucation specialization will develop the 
capacity to make important contribu-
tions within schools, education minis-
try institutions, development agencies, 
NGOs, think tanks and universities. 
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This program provides policymakers,
administrators, researchers, and 
faculty members working in universities 
and related institutions with the 
knowledge and skills required to lead 
for change within their institutions, their 
professions and the wider society.

M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
Higher Education

In addition to core courses in Edu-
cational Leadership and Educational 
Context and Reform in Kazakhstan, 
students can choose from elective 
courses such as Higher Education Pol-
icy Analysis and Development, Eco-
nomics and Financial Management in 
Education, and Globalization and Inter-
national Higher Education.

The program provides students with 
rigorous training in quantitative and 
qualitative research methods, equip-
ping students with skills for using re-
search to analyze and evaluate current 

and future reforms of higher education 
in Kazakhstan and in international con-
texts. Drawing on these research skills, 
students will undertake an independ-
ent research project on an important 
higher education topic of their choice. 

The graduates of the M.Sc. Higher 
Education specialization have a wide 
choice of career options, including 
further doctoral study, work with gov-
ernment departments, development 
agencies, NGOs, think tanks and uni-
versities.
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Inclusive Education is a policy 
approach that recognizes and 
acknowledges the diversity of
students at all levels of education: 
pre-school, primary, secondary, 
tertiary, and lifelong learning 
throughout adulthood.

M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
Inclusive Education

Inclusive Education requires informed, 
strategic, and transformational leaders 
who will support the achievement and 
excellence of all students, and work 
actively and proactively to achieve that 
success. These are the educational 
leaders we educate in the M.Sc. in Ed-
ucational Leadership: Inclusive Educa-
tion program at NUGSE.

Students will combine core courses 
in Educational Leadership and Educa-
tional Context and Reform in Kazakh-
stan with electives, such as Psychol-
ogy of Learning, Inclusive Curriculum 
and Assessment, and Gifted and Tal-
ented Learners. Through this course-
work, students will learn to theorize 
about inclusion and develop profes-
sional skills in identifying and address-

ing barriers to inclusion in education 
and in the broader society. They will 
explore key models and perspectives 
of inclusion globally and apply them to 
the emerging Kazakhstan inclusive ed-
ucation model. 

Students will also develop the quan-
titative and qualitative research skills 
that will enable them to conduct an 
independent research project on an 
important topic in inclusive education. 

The graduates of the M.Sc. Inclusive 
Education specialization will be pre-
pared for further doctoral study and 
careers in education ministries and 
other government institutions, devel-
opment agencies, NGOs, think tanks 
and universities. 
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The Multilingual Education 
specialization in the M.Sc. in 
Educational Leadership program is a 
research-integrated and research-
focused program designed for 
school leaders, classroom educators, 
curriculum specialists, policymakers, 
and other education professionals 
working in Kazakhstan, Central Asia, 
and other international contexts 
seeking to develop as researchers, 
teachers, and administrators in 
one or more of the following areas: 
teaching subjects in one or more 
languages; teaching and learning 
first, second, and additional 
languages; serving students with 
diverse linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds; and language policy. 

M.Sc. in Educational 
Leadership: 
Multilingual Education

Students in this specialization develop 
an in-depth understanding of the key 
theories, policies, and issues for educa-
tional research and practice in the field 
of multilingual education, and they de-
velop the qualitative, quantitative, and 
mixed-methods research skills that will 
prepare them to conduct rigorous, in-
dependent Master’s thesis research on 
an important topic of their choice.

Specifically, students will combine 
core M.Sc. courses such as Contex-
tualizing Education Reform in Kazakh-
stan and Beyond, Fundamentals of 
Multilingual Education, and Education-
al Leadership, with specialization-spe-
cific courses such as Sociolinguistics 
of Multilingualism, Language Policy 
and Education, and Orientations to 
Language Teaching in Multilingual 
Contexts. In addition to these cours-

es, students will develop important 
research skills during three research 
courses and in their work with their 
Thesis Supervisors during the second 
year of the program dedicated to their 
Master’s Thesis research that culmi-
nates with the Thesis Defense and 
submission of the Master's Thesis.

The graduates of the Multilingual Ed-
ucation specialization in the M.Sc. in 
Educational Leadership program are 
prepared to become specialists in their 
field working in schools, universities, 
education ministries, development 
agencies, and other organizations. Ad-
ditionally, students in the Multilingual 
Education specialization are prepared 
for further doctoral study in their field, 
as evidenced by many of our gradu-
ates who have studied in top universi-
ties around the world.
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Graduate School of Education
Courses for M.Sc. in Educational Leadership

Elective courses:

Core courses:

M.Sc. in Educational Leadership  
program courses

School Education 

Assessment: 
Theories 
Policies 

Practices

School 
Improvement 

and 
Effectiveness

Student 
Argumentation 
and Discourse

Psychology  
of Learning

Teacher 
Development 

an Identity

Economics 
and Financial 

Management in 
Education

Inclusive Education

Inclusive 
Curriculum and 

Assessment

Economics 
and Financial 

Management in 
Education

Psychology 
of Learning

Gifted and 
Talented 
Learners

Developing 
Inclusive 

Schools for 
an Inclusive 

Society

Introduction  
to Educational

Leadership

Research
Methods

Contextualizing 
Education Reform 

in Kazakhstan 
and Beyond

Fundamentals 
of Education

Research 
Methods I & II

Introduction 
to Education 

Research

Thesis
Seminar

Academic
English

Academic 
Writing in 
Kazakh
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Multilingual Education

Sociolinguistics 
of Multilingualism

Orientations 
to Language 
Teaching in 
Multilingual 
Contexts

Language Policy 
and Education

Economics 
and Financial 

Management in 
Education

Higher Education

Student 
Experience

Higher Educa-
tion Policy 

Analysis and 
Development

Economics 
and Financial 

Management in 
Education

Learning 
and Success 

in Higher 
Education

Globalization 
and Interna-
tional Higher 

Education

Sociology 
of Higher 
Education
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M. A. in Multilingual Education

The M.A. in Multilingual Education cov-
ers theories, policies and practices of 
multilingual education, and is close-
ly linked to trilingual education.  This 
program focuses on the development 
of teaching, curriculum development, 
assessment, policy analysis, and re-
search skills in the areas of education-
al language policy in general, and lan-
guage teaching in particular.
It is a full-time two-year program.
In order to ensure success in a rapidly 
changing globalized and internation-
al world, stakeholders (from teachers 

and administrators to leaders must de-
velop a deeper, critical understanding 
of education.  This program enables 
students to develop global, interna-
tional, and critical skills to be utilized as 
human capital for ensuring the devel-
opment of future generations to meet 
the challenges of a rapidly changing 
world.
Leaders, policy makers, teacher train-
ers, and administrators develop in-
depth understanding of the nature, 
implementation and evaluation of edu-
cation in a globalized, multilingual, and 
international context.  
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Elective courses:

Graduate School of Education
Courses for M.A. in Multilingual Education

M. A. in Multilingual Education program courses

Research
Methods

Application 
of CLIL in 
Teaching 

Academic 
Writing in 
Kazakh

Thesis
Research

Advanced
English for
Education

Professionals

English
for Thesis

Writing

Introduction
to Linguistics

Educational
Context and

Reform in
Kazakhstan

Foundations
of

Multilingual
Education

The
Multilingual

School,
Multilingual
Curriculum

Multilingual 
Curriculum 

Development 
and 

Assessment

Core courses:

Language
and Literacy
Development

Language
Planning and

Policy

Critical Issues
in Multilingual
Education in
Kazakhstan

Leadership in
Multilingual
Education

Language
Policy and
Education

Reform across
Contexts

The
Plurilingual
Individual

Globalization
and

Language
Education

Principles
and Methods
of Language
Education in
Multilingual
Contexts
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ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS FOR M.SC.  
IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND  
M.A. IN MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Candidates applying to the “M.Sc. in 
Educational Leadership” and “M.A. in 
Multilingual Education” programs are 
expected to submit electronically the 
following documents on the website 
www.admissions. nu.edu.kz:
1. an undergraduate degree (Bachelor’s 

degree or equivalent) and a graduate 
degree (if applicable) in a relevant dis-
cipline. During the application period 
final year students may submit official 
current transcript for consideration. 
Applicants recommended for admis-
sion must provide final transcripts 
and diplomas before the end of the 
Program’s enrollment term. Graduates 
of Nazarbayev University are enrolled 
based on the evidence of final tran-
script confirming the degree comple-
tion followed by diploma submission 
within a month;

2. a minimum CGPA of 2.75 out of 4.00 or 
equivalent on applicant’s degree (bach-
elor, master or PhD (if masters and PhD 
have adopted a GPA approach);

3. the absolute minimum requirement for 
English language proficiency test re-
ports for admission to the Programs is 
an overall IELTS test score of 6.5 (with 
sub-score requirements no less than 
6.0), or the equivalent TOEFL (except 
Home edition) score as posted on the 
ETS website*;

4. the absolute minimum requirement for 
an English language proficiency test 
report for conditional admission to 
NUZYP is an overall IELTS test score of 
5.5, with no more than one sub-score 
of 5.0, or the equivalent TOEFL (except 
Home edition) scores as posted on the 
ETS website.

5. 1 (one) year of work experience in a 
relevant field. At the discretion of the 
Admissions Committee applicants 
with less than 1 year work experience 
may also be considered;

6. high level of motivation and strong 
interest in the Program outlined in a 
personal statement;

7. GRE test (recommended). Although 
an official GRE score is not an essen-
tial requirement, an applicant can en-
hance his/her application with a com-
petitive GRE score;

8. 2 (two) confidential letters of recom-
mendation;

9. a curriculum vitae (up to 2 pages).

The Admissions Committee keeps the 
right to invite for additional interviews 
if necessary. They may take place on 
campus or by Skype. All documents 
shall be submitted in English or with a 
certified English translation before the 
deadline.
Applicants to the Programs, at the  dis-
cretion of the Admissions Committee, 
can be exempted from submitting the 
language proficiency test report if:
1. one of their earlier academic de-

grees was earned in a country with 
English as the language of official 
communication, academic instruc-
tion and daily life;

2. an undergraduate or graduate de-
gree was earned in a program which 
was officially taught in English. Ap-
plicants must provide an official 
document confirming English as the 
language of instruction;

3. the applicant is a graduate of Naz-
arbayev University.

Enquiries about the program  
and the application process  
can be directed to 
gse@nu.edu.kz or to
+7 (7172) 694 953, 
+7 (7172) 709 369,
+7 (7172) 709 311
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Ph.D. IN EDUCATION

The Nazarbayev University Graduate 
School of Education Ph.D. program 
combines intensive coursework, a se-
mester at one of the partner universi-
ties (University of Cambridge or Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania), and in-depth 
exploration of advanced research 
methodology to develop scholars and 
independent researchers in the field of 
Education.

It is a full-time four-year program.

Central to the NUGSE Ph.D. experience 
is the completion of a substantial piece 
of independent research, in the form of 
a Ph.D. dissertation.  

Graduates of the NUGSE Ph.D. pro-
gram will be expected to act as key 
players in education reform and policy 
development in Kazakhstan. 

Added to taught courses in advanced 
qualitative and quantitative research 

methods the doctoral program offers 
students the opportunity to work for 
more than ten (10) hours as research 
assistants in the research projects led 
by faculty in the school. This allows 
students to get the practical experi-
ence in conducting cutting edge re-
search in the field of education. Fur-
thermore doctoral students undergo 
pedagogical training through their de-
ployment as teaching assistants within 
and across NU schools thus preparing 
them for their future academic careers.

The school offers doctoral students 
the opportunity to apply on competi-
tive basis for funding for attendance of 
both quality and reputable internation-
al conferences where they could dis-
seminated the results of their research 
works. The doctoral students are also 
encouraged to publish in QI and Q2 
scientific journals with their doctoral 
supervisors.
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Graduate School of Education
Courses for Ph.D. in Education

Ph.D. IN EDUCATION PROGRAM COURSES

Core courses:

One of the things that makes GSE special is the way that our diverse 
community of students, alumni, staff, faculty and leaders works together 
towards the shared goal of making a difference in education practice, policy 
and research in Kazakhstan and beyond. Being a GSE student is not easy, but 
through rigorous study, ethical practice, creative thinking and constant critical 
engagement with faculty and peers, students and alumni become leaders 
who are able to contribute not only to their workplaces, but also to the wider 
national and international communities of education researchers.

LYNNE PARMENTER 
NUGSE Professor

Academic 
English Writing 

for Doctoral 
Students

Kazakh
Language for

Educators

Doctoral
Seminar

International
Study

Preparation
for Proposal

Defense

Proposal
Defense

Education
Research
Methods

Exploring 
the Research 

Topic

Globalization
and

Education

Educational
Policy and

Reform

Introduction to 
Scholarship in 

Education

Philosophy
of Education

Advanced
Methods of
Educational
Research

Dissertation
Research
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR Ph.D. IN 
EDUCATION PROGRAM

Candidates applying to the Ph.D in 
Education are expected to submit the 
following documents:
1. a completed on-line application form 

which is available at www.admis-
sions.nu.edu.kz;

2. a notarized copy of identity card or 
passport; 

3. CV;
4. notarized copies of diplomas and 

transcripts (or equivalents) from all  
fulltime undergraduate and post-
graduate education. Candidates in 
the last year of study may submit 
official transcript from university if 
they do not yet have a diploma, and 
have to submit a notarized copy of 
diploma once it is issued (a minimum 
CGPA of 2.75);

5. an English language proficiency test 
report (IELTS or TOEFL equivalent), 
valid for the application period. The 
minimum score requirements are 7.0 
(with subscore requirements no less 
than 6.0) on the IELTS test or the TOE-
FL equivalent. Candidates who earned 
their academic degree in a country 
with English as the language of offi-
cial communication and instruction 
are exempted from submitting IELTS 
or TOEFL test reports. Candidates 
whose previous degree was earned in 
a program which was officially taught 
in English (in any country) can also be 
exempted from submitting IELTS or 
TOEFL test reports.

6. candidates may submit a copy of 
GRE scores valid for the application 
period, if any, which will be consid-
ered in making admissions decisions 
by the Admissions Committee;

7. a personal statement outlining the 
applicant’s reasons for wishing to en-
roll in the Ph.D. in Education program, 
her or his long-term career objectives, 
and how the program would help her 
or him achieve these objectives;

8. a written research proposal outlin-
ing the background, aims, methods 
and significance of a research topic 
the applicant would like to pursue in 
the Graduate School of Education. 
(Note: if  a candidate is admitted, the 
candidate has the right to choose 
another research topic in consulta-
tion with his or her research advisor);

9. three letters of ecommendation from 
individuals who are able to comment 
on the abilities of the candidate in a 
professional setting and are familiar 
with the candidate’s achievements 
and future aspirations;

The Admissions Committee keeps 
the right to invite the candidate for 
additional interviews if necessary. 
They may take place on campus, 
or online. All documents shall be 
submitted in English or with a 
certified English translation before the 
deadline.

Enquiries about the program and 
the application process can be 
directed to 
gse@nu.edu.kz or to 
+7 (7172) 694 953, 
+7 (7172) 709 369,  
+7 (7172) 709 311
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Graduate School of Education Information
about Students

Our Programmes:

Total number MSc MA PhD

229 136 37 56
30 Professors from notable universities of the world 

17 international students from 12 different countries  
(Russia, USA, Mexico, Pakistan, Iraq, Japan, Ghana etc.)

Our students come from the following regions  
of Kazakhstan:

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
IN NUMBERS TODAY

ASTANA
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2015-2022
Graduate School of Education Our Alumni
Masters graduates - 525, PhD graduates - 29

Working Places

Mainstream Schools, 
NIS, QSI, BIL, Haileybury, 
BINOM,  KazGUU University, 
Nazarbayev University, 
Suleyman Demirel 
University, The Academy 
of Public Administration 
under the President of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz National University

National Academy of 
Education named after 
Y.Altynsaryn, Orleu, 
Information Analytic 
Center, Bologna process 
and Academic mobility 
center, Erasmus National 
Office, Independent Quality 
Assurance Office

The Agency of the the 
Republic of Kazakhstan for 
Civil Service Affairs and 
Anti-Corruption, Public 
Funds, UNICEF,  National 
Medical Holding, UNDP, 
Microsoft Kazakhstan

Our graduates have a wide choice of  
career options, including: further  
doctoral study, work in governmental 
and non-governmental education in-
stitutions, development agencies, think 
tanks, schools and universities.

Our graduates continue their education at:
• University of Cambridge
• Michigan State University
• The University of Texas
• The George Washington University
• The Education University of Hong Kong

• The University of Minnesota
• Harvard University
• McGill University
• Sookmyung University
• University of Glasgow

2015 45
(all Masters)

2016 64
(all Masters)

2017 68
Masters + 9 PhD

2018 45
Masters + 3 PhD

2019 77
Masters + 3 PhD

2020 80
(all Masters)

2021 58
Masters + 6 PhD

2022 90
Masters + 8 PhD

OUR ALUMNI’S STATISTICS 
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OUR ALUMNI’S THOUGHTS 

STANISLAV KHANIN,  
Alumnus of «Ph.D. in Education» program
What advice do you have for students who are trying to 
decide whether to apply to NUGSE?  

Definitely do that. So far, that is the best education school 
you can find in Kazakhstan. Based on my experience of 
studies in several universities (HSE Moscow, regional 

Kazakhstani university and shortterm studies at the University of Cambridge), 
I can surely state that GSE is the place for growth, place where you will be 
challenged and supported throughout your studies. But you should know that it 
won’t be easy – you will read and write a lot, really a lot. Therefore, make sure that 
your English is good enough to read scientific articles and write papers. Studies 
at NU GSE also imply obligatory attendance of courses and following hard work, 
so be ready to sacrifice time with your family and give up work. NU GSE is the 
place to go if you want to develop professionally and find a better job position 
after you graduate the school.
ANY ADVICE FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS ON THE APPLICATION PROCESS?

There are two major things when you are applying to NUGSE: motivation letter 
(+ Ph.D. proposal) and the interview. If you are applying for a master’s degree 
here, be sure that you have a good quality motivation letter. It means that it is not 
full of water and clearly answers the questions of why you want to apply, why 
you deserve this position and how you are going to achieve if you are admitted. 
Triple check your motivation letter and try to avoid cliché and loud phrases, I 
am sure that the evaluation committee reads 90% similar papers all the time, 
which doesn’t add any points to your application. Make sure that your case of 
application is unique, show your strong sides and special qualities, tell the story 
of success and do not list boring facts about yourself. The Ph.D. proposal is a 
more challenging task – it should clearly demonstrate that you are able to operate 
with research methods, know the field of your proposed research. Good advice 
is to collaborate with a professor who would critically evaluate your proposal – 
research design, style, organization, etc. An extra tip is to communicate with 
current NUGSE students – that is how you will know more about the application 
process and receive a feedback on your case. Finally, an interview is the time to 
be sure of why you are here and what you are going to do if admitted – that it 
is not the place for doubts and general answers; you should demonstrate your 
educational experience here and be ready to answer questions based on your 
motivation letter. Sometimes questions asked can be challenging and you may 
not know the answers on them – my personal advice is to tell something cautious 
or ask to elaborate on the question rather than go off-topic and speak just for the 
sake of speaking. Finally, do not be afraid, examiners are there to help you tell 
more about yourself, guide you and definitely not to let you down (do not take a 
defensive position!).
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HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR OVERALL
EXPERIENCE AT NUGSE WITH ONE OR TWO WORDS?

NO PAIN, NO GAIN.

KAMILA ROLLAN,
Alumna, PhD student at the University of 
Cambridge

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT NUGSE IN YOUR OPINION?

NUGSE is a welcoming and vibrant community, where each student can develop 
and achieve with the support of experienced international staff, approachable 
administration, and great resource base available at the library. My experience here 
was nothing but fruitful and enjoyable. What I especially appreciate is that GSE is 
a great place to form professional connections with major stakeholders in the field 
of Education. The representatives of the Ministry of Education, the Information 
Analytical Center, international organizations such as UNDP and UNICEF, local 
NGOs, and prominent scholars from international universities are often invited as 
guest speakers to NUGSE. It is, therefore, a unique platform to network.

WHAT DID YOU DO FOR FUN WHILE BEING A STUDENT AT THE NUGSE
(EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES YOU ARE ENGAGED IN BESIDES YOUR 
STUDIES)?
Although studies were the priority, there was a myriad of extracurricular activities 
one could do to make university experience even more enjoyable. Throughout 
my studies, I was developing social projects aimed at expanding educational 
opportunities for children with special needs. It allowed me to enhance my area of 
expertise significantly, while also bringing actual contribution to society. Apart from 
academic and professional activities, I enjoyed attending yoga classes and learned 
playing the piano, because sport and art are always a good idea.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE TRYING TO DECIDE 
WHETHER TO APPLY TO NUGSE?
It would be helpful to meet some students and faculty from a program of your 
choice to discuss your expectations with them. If you decide that you need this 
program and ready to dedicate 2 years to coursework and research, then make 
sure you justify this choice really well in the motivation letter. Let someone who 
is experienced in writing personal statements to peer-review this letter. And once 
you get to the program, do not waste any of your time. Two years pass so fast, so 
manage the time wisely, always communicate with the thesis adviser, and network.
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NURLAN ZHANYBEK,  
Alumnus, a Program Director,  
Microsoft Kazakhstan LLP
EDUCATION LEAD FOR CIS REGION 

It has been some time since you graduated from your 
program at NUGSE. Looking back, what do you think is 

the most exciting thing about studying at NUGSE?

I would say there were several great things about studying at NU. One of them 
was meeting great people: professors. I learned a lot from them on how to do a 
right a research, taking into account international standards for academic writing. 
Getting to know them gave me opportunities to ask and learn how the world of 
academics is set up and what it is to be a researcher. Of course, you have to 
develop on your own, but “getting started” skills you definitely get. Engaging with 
professors from USA, Spain, Greece, Kazakhstan and other countries presented 
excellent exposure to international opinions on hot topics in education and 
provided clarity on how to make unbiased research and looking at situation at 
various angles. Last but not least, it is my peers. There were 50 of us, all taking 
the challenge to become first graduates of GSE. It gave us a pride to do our best 
and contribute to the society. We are keeping in touch up to date and helping 
each other where possible.

WHAT HAS NUGSE GAVE YOU? WHAT QUALITIES DO EMPLOYERS/PARTNERS 
VALUE THE MOST?

I learnt academic writing, how to do search for scientific articles using research 
database and many other skills which allowed to complete program successfully. 
Speaking about employment. It depends on where you would go and work. If 
it is research institution, definitely, I would say – NUGSE is best place to get 
those skills. This will be key for nailing that job. I know that many of my peers are 
business people, having their own private companies. I think it also helps them 
to provide better services, having skills from doing masters’ degree. Speaking 
about myself and working for international company, I would say that employers 
seek experience and skills. Mostly, it will depend of what type of industry you 
will be working. In my case, this is IT and education. However, right now, I would 
say most employers regardless of industry seek the following skills that would 
increase your chances to nail the job of your dream. First of all, ability to work 
in teams, i.e. collaboration/ communication skills. We are getting away from 
individual work, with more focus on projectbased work, where team is the most 
important component. Secondly, analyzing information and making best of it. 
Right now, in each market, employers/companies face competition. In this regard, 
skilled people in analytics can play significant role in company’s success. 

OUR ALUMNI’S THOUGHTS 
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Lastly, I would say – learning on the go. Yes, you finished university, got the right 
degree. But if  you stop learning, you won’t reach new heights. Here, I would 
suggest and ask to develop learning qualities, e.g. try to set up a personal plan 
for development for 3,6,12 months and stick to it. In the long run, it will pay off 
your efforts. As example where to learn, explore open courses available at Khan 
Academy, OpenEdX, Coursera platforms
ADVISE FOR POTENTIAL APPLICANTS FOR GSE STUDY

#1. Know your research topic well in advance before applying. This is save 
a lot and help you work on your research paper early enough to allow better 
preparation. #2. Learn to read fast. You will be tasked to read plenty of papers, 
books, articles and make something out of it. If you read a lot, your life as a 
student will be much easier. #3. Learn from your peers and ask for help. Perhaps 
you weren’t taught at school/university how to do academic research. Neither 
was I. So during your study, interact with as many peers as possible, not only 
from your cohort, but from other schools at NU, so you will have 360-degree view 
on learning to become top-notch researcher.
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