MASTER’s
and Ph.D. Programs

1

GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF EDUCATION

Dear friends!
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Nazarbayev
University Graduate School of Education!
Within the relatively short period of its existence, the
Graduate School of Education has created a unique
atmosphere of academic excellence and leadership.
Our achievements represent the outcome of academic
professionalism, inquiry and research conducted by
my colleagues from the School as well as our partners
from the University of Cambridge and the University of
Pennsylvania.
The School’s Masters and Ph.D. students have a unique
opportunity to develop state-of-the-art knowledge
and skills from our professors, including scholars and
researchers in the field of higher education management,
school leadership, inclusive education, multilingual
education, etc. who studied and graduated from
internationally recognised universities.
The Graduate School of Education is not just an
educational centre that cultivates high academic
standards and rigour. Our School also strives to produce
high-quality research on the most pressing issues of
education development both in Kazakhstan and in the
global context.
Also, the School aims to create favourable conditions
for students, faculty and researchers in the search of
new knowledge, development of cutting-edge research
and translation of best practices to Kazakhstan’s higher
education institutions.
I welcome you very warmly to the NUGSE and
appreciate your interest and enthusiasm to study and
develop professionally with us.

Aida SAGINTAYEVA
Dean
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NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION IS:

World – standard academic programs
Grants for studying and accommodation
Work in academic and research projects
Professors from different countries recognized at the
international level
Lectures, seminars, workshops of leading international
and national researchers, teachers and experts
Intensive academic and cultural life
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ADVANTAGES OF STUDYING
AT THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
OF EDUCATION:

1
2
3
4

4

Students are provided with a state grant for
education.
Courses of the Master’s and Ph.D. programs are
delivered in English at the high international level.

Students are taught by internationally recognized
professors.
The partners of Graduate School of Education
are world’s leading universities - University
of Cambridge (UK) and the University of
Pennsylvania (USA).
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Master’s students receive a monthly stipend in
the amount of 100 000 tenge.
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Nazarbayev University Library provides access
to more than 130,000 books and electronic
resources. Each week, the book collection is
updated with thousands of new publications,
including books, learning discs, periodicals, and
reference literature.
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Non-residents of Astana are offered rooms in
comfortable dormitories.

The opportunity to conduct research, participate
in projects in a team with internationally
recognized researchers.

Ph.D. students spend a module in one of the
partner universities.
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Students have access to the sports center of
Nazarbayev University (gym, football, basketball, tennis,
yoga, dancing, boxing, judo, table tennis and etc.).
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There are more than 70 student clubs at
Nazarbayev University that provide students with
the opportunity to develop their creativity skills and
personal and professional qualities (Children’s
Charity, French Club, NU Activists, Literature Club,
NU Image and NU Toastmasters Club).
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At our NUGSE “Shanyrak” Writing Center, a team
of supportive tutors is available throughout the year.
These tutors are prepared to help all students, on
an individual basis or in small groups, to meet their
academic English requirements for their courses
and programs.
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“NUGSE Research in Education” is a student-led
peer-reviewed journal that provides opportunities for
students to be authors, peer-reviewers and editors.
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Numerous guest lectures by prominent international
professionals, as well as conferences, workshops,
seminars, fairs and other academic and
extracurricular activities are regularly organized by
Nazarbayev University and NUGSE.
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Ph.D. students also have a partner-advisor from our
partner universities.
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PhD and Master’s students can apply for funding
their participation in international and local academic
activities during their study.
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ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS
OF THE GRADUATE
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

M.SC. IN EDUCATIONAL
LEADERSHIP:
SCHOOL EDUCATION;
HIGHER EDUCATION;
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

The Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education (NUGSE) is proud to offer the
M.Sc. in Educational Leadership program that includes three areas of specialization:
School Education, Higher Education, and Inclusive Education.
The M.Sc. in Educational Leadership
program is designed to provide working
education professionals with the skills,
knowledge and capacities necessary to lead
for change within their work institutions,
their professional communities, and the
larger society. More specifically, students
will develop in-depth understanding of
the national and international educational
issues and debates relevant to their field
of study, strategies for leadership and
change management, and methodological
approaches appropriate for researching
educational topics important to both
Kazakhstan and other international contexts.
The M.Sc. in Educational Leadership
program is designed for individuals working
in universities, schools, pedagogical
institutes, the Ministry of Education and
Science, and other related institutions, such
as NGOs and development organizations.
NUGSE M.Sc. in Educational Leadership
graduates will join a growing community
of educators and scholars in Kazakhstan
and elsewhere with enhanced capacity to:
•

Understand key educational trends,
theories, issues and debates for
education reform in national, regional and
international contexts;

•

Analyze educational reform policies,
their contexts, and their significance at
institutional, national and international
levels;

•

Apply program learning directly to their
work in their home institutions;

•

Design and conduct a rigorous research
project on an important national
education topic of their choice;

•

Develop strategies for leading and
managing change in their workplace;

•

Work collaboratively and productively in
multilingual, multicultural contexts;

•

Participate in professional and academic
discussions and debates on education
reform both within Kazakhstan and in
other international and national contexts.

Combining intensive on-campus sessions
with online learning experiences, the NUGSE
M.Sc. in Educational Leadership provides
a high quality, international-standard,
research-based Master’s program that: (a) is
convenient for working professionals seeking
higher qualifications; (b) provides students
with theoretical and practical expertise with
direct application to their professional lives;
and (c) positions students with the strong
foundation in the field of education and the
research skills necessary for future Doctoral–
level work or other career opportunities, such
as in an Ministry of Education and Science or
education research institution.
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M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
School Education

Students will develop a strong foundation
in theory and practice in such core classes
as Educational Leadership for schools
and Educational Context and Reform in
Kazakhstan. Students will also choose from
such electives as Professional Identity,
Comparative and International Education,
and Education Policy Analysis and
Development.
As with all three M.Sc. programs, students
in the M.Sc. in Educational Leadership:
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This program is designed for
administrators, teachers, and specialists
in assessment, curriculum and
pedagogy working in schools or related
institutions.

School Education program will develop
strong quantitative and qualitative research
skills, enabling them to contribute to
evidence-based decision-making within their
institutions and across the education system.
The graduates of the M.Sc. School Education
specialization will develop the capacity
to make important contributions within
schools, education ministry institutions,
development agencies, NGOs, think tanks
and universities.

M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
Higher Education

This program provides policymakers,
administrators, researchers, and faculty
members working in universities and related
institutions with the knowledge and skills
required to lead for change within their
institutions, their professions and the wider
society.

In addition to core courses in Educational
Leadership and Educational Context and
Reform in Kazakhstan, students can choose
from elective courses such as Organization
and Governance in Higher Education, Higher
Education Finance, and Globalization and
Higher Education.
The program provides students with rigorous
training in quantitative and qualitative
research methods, equipping students with
skills for using research to analyze and
evaluate current and future reforms of higher

education in Kazakhstan and in international
contexts. Drawing on these research skills,
students will undertake an independent
research project on an important higher
education topic of their choice.
The graduates of the M.Sc. Higher Education
specialization have a wide choice of
career options, including further doctoral
study, work with government departments,
development agencies, NGOs, think tanks
and universities.
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M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership:
Inclusive Education

Inclusive Education is a policy approach that
recognizes and acknowledges the diversity of
students at all levels of education: pre-school,
primary, secondary, tertiary, and lifelong
learning throughout adulthood.

Inclusive Education requires informed,
strategic, and transformational leaders who
will support the achievement and excellence
of all students, and work actively and
proactively to achieve that success. These
are the educational leaders we educate
in the M.Sc. in Educational Leadership:
Inclusive Education program at NUGSE.
Students will combine core courses in
Educational Leadership and Educational
Context and Reform in Kazakhstan with
electives, such as Theories of Inclusive
Education, Inclusive Education Policy
Perspectives, and Psychology and Special
Education Needs. Through this coursework,
students will learn to theorize about inclusion
and develop professional skills in identifying
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and addressing barriers to inclusion in
education and in the broader society. They
will explore key models and perspectives
of inclusion globally and apply them to the
emerging Kazakhstan inclusive education
model.
Students will also develop the quantitative
and qualitative research skills that will enable
them to conduct an independent research
project on an important topic in inclusive
education.
The graduates of the M.Sc. Inclusive
Education specialization will be prepared
for further doctoral study and careers in
education ministries and other government
institutions, development agencies, NGOs,
think tanks and universities.

M.Sc. in Educational
Leadership program
courses
Graduate School of Education
Courses for M.Sc. in Educational Leadership
Core courses:
Introduction
to Educational
Leadership

Thesis
Seminar

Academic
English

English
for Thesis
Writing

Research
Methods

Kazakh for
Professional
Purposes

Educational
Context and
Reform in
Kazakhstan

Internship
Project

Work-based
Project

Elective courses:
Inclusive Education

Change
Management
for Inclusive
Education in
Kazakhstan

Leading
Inclusive
Education
Pedagogy and
Assessment

Theories of
Inclusive
Education

Psychology
and Special
Education
Needs
Designing
and Managing
Education
for Gifted
and Talented
Learners

Inclusive
Education:
Policy
Perspectives

School Education

Higher Education

Comparative
and
International
Education

Higher
Education
Management
Reform in
Kazakhstan

Perspectives
on Teacher
Education

School
Improvement
and
Effectiveness

Leading
Multilingual
Education in
Schools

Organization
and
Governance
in Higher
Education

Globalization
and Higher
Education

Curriculum
Design and
Management

Education
Policy
Analysis and
Development

Research
Management
in Higher
Education

Higher
Education
Finance

Assessment:
Theories,
Policies,
Practices
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M. A. in Multilingual Education

The M.A. in Multilingual Education covers
theories, policies and practices of multilingual
education, and is closely linked to trilingual
education. This program focuses on
the development of teaching, curriculum
development, assessment, policy analysis,
and research skills in the areas of educational
language policy in general, and language
teaching in particular.
It is a full-time two-year program.
In order to ensure success in a rapidly changing
globalized and international world, stakeholders
(from teachers and administrators to leaders)
must develop a deeper, critical understanding
of education. This program enables students to
develop global, international, and critical skills
to be utilized as human capital for ensuring the
development of future generations to meet the
challenges of a rapidly changing world.
Leaders, policy makers, teacher trainers, and
administrators develop in-depth understanding
of the nature, implementation and evaluation of
education in a globalized, multilingual, and
international context.
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M. A. in Multilingual Education
program courses

Graduate School of Education
Courses for M.A. in Multilingual Education
Core courses:

Academic
English

Thesis

English
for Thesis
Writing

Foundations
of
Multilingual
Education

The
Multilingual
School

Thesis
Research

Introduction
to Linguistics

Multilingual
Curriculum
Development
and
Assessment

Kazakh for
Professional
Purposes

Academic
Writing in
Kazakh

The
Multilingual
Society

The
Plurilingual
Individual

Research
Methods

Educational
Context and
Reform in
Kazakhstan

Perspective
on Inclusive
Education

Elective courses:

Language
Development
and Literacy

Principles
and Methods
of Language
Education

Assessment:
Theories,
Policies,
Practices

Globalization
and
Language

Critical
Issues in
Multilingual
Education in
Kazakhstan

Fundamentals
of Higher
Education

Education
Policy
Analysis and
Development

Language
Planning and
Policy
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ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
FOR M.SC. IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
AND M.A. IN MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION
PROGRAMS
Candidates applying to the “M.Sc. in
Educational Leadership” and “M.A. in
Multilingual Education” programs are
expected to submit electronically the following
documents on the website
www.admissions.nu.edu.kz:
1. a completed on-line application form
which is available at
www.admissions.nu.edu.kz;
2. a notarized copy of identity card or
passport;
3. CV;
4. notarized copies of diplomas and
transcripts (or equivalent) from all fulltime undergraduate and postgraduate
education. Candidates in the last year
of study may submit an official transcript
from their university if they do not yet
have a diploma, and have to submit
a notarized copy of diploma once it is
issued (a minimum CGPA of 2.75);
5. an English language proficiency test
report (IELTS or TOEFL equivalent)
valid as of date of online documents
submission. The minimum score
requirements are 6.5 (with sub-score
requirements no less than 6.0) on the
IELTS test or the TOEFL equivalent.
Candidates with an overall IELTS test
score of 6.0 or above with no subsection
below 5.5, or equivalent TOEFL score,
can be recommended to take a 4-week
intensive English language course. If
a candidate successfully completes
the course he or she can be admitted
to the program. Candidates are not
provided with dormitory and stipend
during this 4-week course. Candidates
who earned their academic degree in a
14

country with English as the language of
official communication and instruction
are exempted from submitting IELTS or
TOEFL test reports. Candidates whose
undergraduate degree was earned in
a program which was officially taught
in English (in any country) can also be
exempted from submitting IELTS or
TOEFL test reports.
6. candidates may submit a copy of their
GRE scores valid for the application
period, if any, which will be considered
in making admissions decisions by the
Admissions Committee (optional);
7. a personal statement outlining the
applicant’s reasons for wishing to enroll
in the NUGSE Master of Science in
Educational Leadership program, her or
his long-term career objectives, and how
the program would help her or him to
achieve these objectives;
8. two letters of recommendation from
individuals who are able to comment
on the abilities of the candidate in
a professional setting and are familiar with
the candidate’s achievements and future
aspirations.
The Admissions Committee keeps the right
to invite for additional interviews if necessary.
They may take place on campus or by Skype.
All documents shall be submitted in English
or with a certified English translation before
the deadline.
Enquiries about the program and the
application process can be directed to
gse@nu.edu.kz or to
+7 (7172) 70-93-62,
+7 (7172) 70-93-69

Ph.D. IN EDUCATION

The Nazarbayev University Graduate School of
Education Ph.D. program combines intensive
coursework, a semester at one of the partner
universities (University of Cambridge or University
of Pennsylvania), and in-depth exploration of
advanced research methodology to develop
scholars and independent researchers in the field
of Education.
It is a full-time four-year program.
Central to the NUGSE Ph.D. experience is the
completion of a substantial piece of independent
research, in the form of a Ph.D. dissertation.
Graduates of the NUGSE Ph.D. program will be
expected to act as key players in education reform
and policy development in Kazakhstan.
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Ph.D. IN EDUCATION PROGRAM COURSES

Graduate School of Education
Courses for Ph.D. in Education
Core courses:

Academic
English for
Doctoral
Students

Education
Research
Methods

Educational
Studies in
Context

Globalization
and
Education

Educational
Policy and
Reform

Philosophy
of Education

Kazakh
Language for
Educators

Preparation
for Proposal
Defense

PreDissertation
Seminar

Advanced
Methods of
Educational
Research

Doctoral
Seminar

“

Proposal
Defense

International
Study

As educators, not only must we refuse to settle for easy consensus, to simplify, to
neutralize, or to translate; we must also accept and assume the responsibility to ‘think,
speak, and act’ within aporetic situations… Most of all, we must engage students in
a quest for knowledge which should take them way beyond the boundaries of their
immediate socio-politico-cultural contexts in space and in time. We must encourage
them to take risks in learning and discovering the other, the unknown, while building
a greater sense of responsibility
.

”

16

Dissertation
Research

DENISE EGÉA,
NUGSE Professor

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR
Ph.D. IN EDUCATION PROGRAM
Candidates applying to the Ph.D in
Education are expected to submit the
following documents:
1. a completed on-line application form
which is available at
www.admissions.nu.edu.kz;
2. a notarized copy of identity card or
passport;
3. CV;
4. notarized copies of diplomas and
transcripts (or equivalents) from all fulltime undergraduate and postgraduate
education. Candidates in the last
year of study may submit official
transcript from university if they do not
yet have a diploma, and have to submit
a notarized copy of diploma once it is
issued (a minimum CGPA of 2.75);
5. an English language proficiency test
report (IELTS or TOEFL equivalent), valid
for the application period. The minimum
score requirements are 7.0 (with subscore requirements no less than 6.0) on
the IELTS test or the TOEFL equivalent.
Candidates who earned their academic
degree in a country with English as the
language of official communication and
instruction are exempted from submitting
IELTS or TOEFL test reports. Candidates
whose previous degree was earned in
a program which was officially taught
in English (in any country) can also be
exempted from submitting IELTS or
TOEFL test reports.
6. candidates may submit a copy of GRE
scores valid for the application period, if
any, which will be considered in making
admissions decisions by the Admissions
Committee;

7. a personal statement outlining the
applicant’s reasons for wishing to enroll
in the Ph.D. in Education program, her
or his long-term career objectives, and
how the program would help her or him
achieve these objectives;
8. a written research proposal outlining
the background, aims, methods and
significance of a research topic the
applicant would like to pursue in the
Graduate School of Education. (Note:
if a candidate is admitted, the candidate
has the right to choose another research
topic in consultation with his or her
research advisor);
9. three letters of recommendation from
individuals who are able to comment
on the abilities of the candidate in a
professional setting and are familiar with
the candidate’s achievements and future
aspirations;
The Admissions Committee keeps the
right to invite the candidate for additional
interviews if necessary. They may take place
on campus, or by Skype.
All documents shall be submitted in English
or with a certified English translation before
the deadline.
Enquiries about the program and the
application process can be directed to
gse@nu.edu.kz or to
+7 (7172) 70-93-62,
+7 (7172) 70-93-69
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OUR STUDENTS’ PROFILE 2017-2018
Graduate School of Education Information
about Students

MSc

MA

PhD

34
44
127
20 30 40 50 60 70

TOTAL
AGE
WORK
EXPERIENCE

6 years

4 years

6 years

6.0

7.0

7.0

Ave. IELTS
EDUCATION
BACKGROUND

Foreign Language: Two Foreign Language, Translation Studies, Mathematics,
International Relations, Biology, Finance, Economics, Geography, International
Education Management, Master of Science in Educational Leadership, Foreign
Philology, Public Administration, Education, Demography, History

Our students
come from the following regions of Kazakhstan:
11

Kostanay

20

West
Kazakhstan

13
North
Kazakhstan
10

Astana
city 1

12
Pavlodar

17

7
14

21
East
Kazakhstan

Aktobe
5

2

Atyrau

8

9

Karagandy
4

Aktau

6

Almaty obl.
18

Kyzylorda
Zhambyl
16

19

3

15

Almaty city

South
Kazakhstan

18

17

Stepnogorsk

1

Astana

5

Atyrau

9

Karkaralinsk

13

Petropavlosk

18

Taldykorgan

2

Aktobe

6

Balkhash

10

Kokshetau

14

Semey

19

Taraz

3

Almaty

7

Ekibastuz

11

Kostanay

15

Shu

20

Uralsk

4

Aralsk

8

Karaganda

12

Pavlodar

16

Shymkent

21

Ust kamenogorsk

OUR ALUMNI’S STATISTICS 2015-2017
Graduate School of Education Our Alumni

2015 2016
45

Master’s Graduates

64

Master’s Graduates

Working

2017

68

Master’s Graduates

9

9

Ph.D. Graduates

Child care leave

23

154

Doing Ph.D.

Working places:

Universities, NIS, Ministry of Education
and Science, Microsoft Kazakhstan,
Information Analytical Center, Kasipkor,
The Independent Kazakhstan Quality
Assurance Agency in Education.

Haileybury, Bologna process and
academic mobility center, National
Medical Holding, United Nations
Development Program, Kazmunaigaz,
Erasmus National Office.

Graduates are working in Astana,
Almaty, Karagandy, Kostanay,
Pavlodar, Taraz, Shymkent, Semey,
Uralsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Aktobe,
Atyrau, Aktau, Zhezkazgan, Kyzylorda

Our graduates are the future leaders in their field. They have a wide choice of career
options; including further doctoral study, work in government and non-government education
departments, development agencies, NGOs, think tanks, schools and universities.

OUR STUDENTS’ THOUGHTS

“

LAILA ABDYMANAPOVA,
student of “M.A. in Multilingual Education” program
Courses, research, essay and discussions develop my
critical thinking, help to find the necessary information,
collect and analyze the data and change my thinking and
ideas. GSE gives us all opportunities to become highly
qualified specialists. I can say that excellent conditions
are created for us to live on campus and to study at GSE.
Students live in the comfortable and free dormitory and
can daily visit the library and sports center. Students are
getting sufficient monthly stipend .

”

OXANA KIRICHOK,
student of “M.Sc. in Educational Leadership” program

“

I entered NUGSE serving as a Dean of Undergraduate
Programs, then after one year I felt changed and
inspired to career progression, desire to make a greater
contribution to the development of Kazakhstan’s
education system. GSE curricula is the benchmark of
academic quality .

”

MARCELO JORGE LOPEZ LARA,
student of “Ph.D. in Education” program

“

The Ph.D. in education at NUGSE has helped me see
things from different perspectives, to analyze issues
in a deeper way and to ask pertinent questions while
answering relevant ones. An interesting possibility for
us is not only individual classes with professors, but
also the possibility of writing the final written work on the
courses .

”
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OUR ALUMNI’S FEEDBACK

MADINA JUMABAYEVA,
Alumni, a manager in Educational Resource Center,
Nazarbayev Intellectual School

“

I think NUGSE is the only educational organization in
Kazakhstan where young researchers would get an opportunity
to learn the concepts in educational policy field, discuss
problems with peers and people involved in educational
governance, get an experience of conducting a research
in education. At this time I am engaged in development of
program for education. I use knowledge and skills I gained in
GSE at my work .

”

DILYARA TASHIBAYEVA,
Alumni, a lead analyst in Information-Analytical Center,
Ministry of Education and Science of Republic of Kazakhstan

“

Graduate School of Education is a place with excellent
professors, a well-organized program, opportunity to meet
with prominent speakers in the field of education and
interesting student life. My education in GSE improved
my critical and analytical thinking and research skills. The
knowledge gained during my Master study help in my work
on different national and international projects .

”

ALIYA MUSTAFINA,
Alumni, an analyst in the Centre of Pedagogical
measurements, Nazarbayev Intellectual School

“

Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education
provided me with a unique opportunity to experience
amazing research life, as well as to learn many new things.
Concepts that I have learned there contributed in changing
my world view and my life drastically .

”
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GRADUATION CEREMONY

The first graduation ceremony with the
participation of the President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan was held at Nazarbayev
University on 15th June, 2015, where the
first cohort of 45 GSE graduates of the
“M.Sc. in Educational Leadership” program
received their diplomas. Later that year, the
degree of “Master of Science in Educational
Leadership” was conferred upon the second
cohort of 64 GSE graduates. GSE graduates
are now working as researchers, analysts
and managers in different educational
organizations and institutions across
Kazakhstan.

Apply now!
Become a leader in education!
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eform
elevance
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esearch

ALL UNITED BY OUR

COMMITMENT TO

EXCELLENCE

CONTACTS:
53 Kabanbay Batyr Ave.,
office # 3202
Nazarbayev University,
Graduate School of Education,
Astana 010000,
Republic of Kazakhstan
+7 (7172) 70-93-62,
+7 (7172) 70-93-69
E-mail: admissions@nu.edu.kz, gse@nu.edu.kz
www.gse.nu.edu.kz
www.admissions.nu.edu.kz
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